NS 3361 Maternal Child Health
Clinical Experience Syllabus

Saint Louis Children’s Hospital
Brandon Rachal, Clinical Instructor
CLINICAL COURSE OBJECTIVES:
During the clinical learning experience, all students will strive to successfully achieve the following personal attributes:
Professionalism (Attitude, Accountable, Communication, Dress, Vernacular, Continuing Education, Research, Writing, Interdisciplinary Collaboration, Ethical, Interpersonal Values)
Knowledge (Hard and soft sciences; i.e. Anatomy, Physiology, Pathophysiology, Pharmacology, Psychology, Humanities, etc.; technologically proficient)
Competence (Ability to effectively assess, plan, diagnose, implement, and evaluate care; integrates technology in care)
Compassion (Caring; ability to empathize, focuses on client and family centered care, exhibits appropriate stress coping mechanisms, reflects on interpersonal values)
Practicality (Individualizes care, interventions, dialogue, and teaching appropriately, sets appropriate goals, promotes change behaviors to promote, protect, and restore health)
Cognitive Learning (Ability to interpret data, applies the “patient variable” to textbook research and definitions, ability anticipate and prioritize)
Safety (Adherence to standard precautions; accurately administers medications and performs procedures, ensures processes in place to maintain patient safety and confidentiality, cumulative sum of all attributes)

INSTRUCTOR INFORMATION:

Brandon Rachal, RN

UMSL Adjunct Faculty

www.brandonrachal.me/ns3361  (Contains all course content and documents)
MOBILE:

(225) 803-9183
EMAIL: 

kitwbdr@yahoo.com
TWITTER: 

@nursebrandon

FACEBOOK:
  
facebook.com/nursebrandon
YOUTUBE:

youtube.com/kitwbdr

Office Hours:
Mobile and text contact can be made during the hours of 0900-1700 unless otherwise noted (see Organizing Your Clinical Day).  All text messages must be in professional language using no acronyms or abbreviations.  Contact via email and social media may be made at anytime.  Direct clinical consultation will be scheduled on a 1:1 basis; this includes face to face office meetings and web conferencing via GOOGLE+ or the Blackboard Collaborate interface.

At any point in the clinical experience, the student must be prepared to competently perform any prepatory skills from the lab setting. Prior to performing any clinical psychomotor skill, students MUST be satisfactorily prepared to demonstrate the accurate process from the lab setting and/or skills book with the clinical instructor. NO student shall perform any clinical skill without prior consultation with the clinical instructor.  Students are responsible for all course material previously taught in nursing and non-nursing courses.  Faculty may require students to review and/or repeat previous learning assignments if mastery is not demonstrated.
CLINICAL COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
The clinical portion of this course is composed of several activities including but not limited to satisfactory completion of: prepatory clinical assignment work, concept maps, pre and post conference activities, observational activities, shadowing experiences, journal assignments and clinical simulation. 
In the clinical setting, the student must always be prepared to satisfactory utilize all steps of the nursing process, demonstrating the ability to assess, plan, prioritize, deliver, and evaluate safe, effective care.
1. Students will be prepared to present and review all preclinical assignment work in the pre-and/or post-conference setting. This includes but is not limited to past medical history and pathophysiology, current admission status, medications, lab values, family/psychosocial considerations, care map (see Navigating POPPLET web video), and priority nursing diagnoses, plan, and interventions.  
2. All students will be prepared to discuss patient medications each week. (The student will be expected to calculate dosages in the clinical setting with complete accuracy.  Institutional policy (SLCH) will be researched and discussed as if the student were a staff nurse if a student makes a drug error in the clinical setting.  A drug error is defined as failure of the student to calculate and or prepare the medication, in the right dose, for the right patient, at the right time and by the right route.  This includes drip rates.  Each drug error is to be documented by the clinical instructor and the student will be counseled at the time.

Repeated drug errors indicate a lack of minimal competency in drug administration and will result in failure of the clinical component of NS3361.
3. Students are required to immediately notify the clinical instructor (within 5 minutes) of any changes in patient assessment data. Students are NOT permitted to implement any clinical interventions without prior consent from the clinical instructor. Students will be required to communicate assessment data, nursing diagnosis, plan, and interventions to both the clinical instructor and the nursing staff in the SBAR (situation, background, assessment, recommendation) format.
4. (Optional) Students may have the opportunity to participate in an observational OR experience. Students who participate in this activity will be required to complete the OR reflection and observation assignment to be turned in by the end of the clinical day (2359).
5. (Optional) Students may have the opportunity to participate in a nurse shadowing experience. Students who participate in this clinical activity will be required to complete the shadowing observation assignment to be turned in by the end of the clinical day (2359).  In addition, a care map must be completed representative of a patient observed during the shift.  
EVALUATION STRATEGIES:
Written assignments and activities associated with this clinical course are grading per the grading rubrics.  Student clinical performance will be evaluated weekly via the clinical performance objectives.  Students will be allowed to review progress throughout the four clinical weeks.  Students must achieve at least a “1” in each objective to pass the course.
Students will receive their weekly evaluations and scores on the clinical grading rubrics.  Final (summative) evaluation will be done collaboratively at the end of the clinical experience to discuss achievement of course objectives in the clinical area.
COURSE POLICIES:
A. Attendance & Punctuality
All students will be expected to arrive at the clinical setting on time and prepared to provide nursing care the entire allotted shift. It is the responsibility of the clinical group students to volunteer and "pick up" a colleague's assignment in the event of a student's tardiness. Two late occurrences will result in a recorded absence in the course gradebook. Any "absence" (true, or cumulative of two tardies) will result in clinical makeup work to be determined by the instructor to be completed by 1900 that day. (Prepatory clinical assignment work is still required).
Absence from two or more days of clinical/lab will put the student at risk of receiving a failing clinical grade and failing the course.
A "No Call/No Show" to clinical will result in an automatic failure of the clinical portion of the clinical course and therefore, course failure.
When visiting a facility for clinical preparation, no student is permitted in the clinical area after 1700 unless specifically approved by the clinical instructor and/or course director.  This ensures student safety, client/family consideration, and assurance of adequate preparation time prior to the clinical experiences.  Location of assignments will be by the clinical instructor.  Students will check the assignment sheet for patient assignment and any special instructions.  (See "Clinical Preparation Guide" for additional information)
B. Academic Honesty
Each student in the clinical environment is responsible for his/her educational development. A student suspected of academic dishonesty will be given a grade of (0) on the suspect assignment.
Academic dishonesty in the clinical environment includes but is not limited to:
1. Copying the work of another student
2. Copying material verbatim from a published source without APA (current edition) citing
3. Failing to cite the source of paraphrased literature
C. Professional Student Responsibilities
The student will be responsible for personal performance that meets the 7 professional attributes listed in the clinical objectives. These include professionalism, knowledge, competence, compassion, practical practice, cognitive learning, and safety.
Exhibiting these actions includes but is not limited to:

1. Punctuality
2. Preparation
3. Identifying limitations, strengths, and weaknesses
4. Managing academic and social environments
5. Respect for faculty and colleagues
6. Appropriate use of Electronic Devices
All electronic devices must be in "silent" or "vibrate" mode in the clinical setting. There will be NO texting, emailing, or social media use while in the clinical setting. ONLY at the discretion of the instructor can the student use electronic devices to obtain reference information. At NO TIME should any electronic device be used at the patient bedside or in any clinical care area.
Students are encouraged to create a "resource library" amongst the clinical group. In the event students decide to implement this strategy, each student will be responsible for bringing a course resource book (lab guide, drug guide, course book, skills guide, etc.) for the clinical group to reference during the clinical day.
D. Patient Privacy and Confidentiality
Consistent with the clinical course objectives and professional attributes, students are required to ensure patient privacy and confidentiality. This includes but is not limited to HIPAA compliances, hospital regulations, and university standards. During clinical preparation at the institution, students WILL NOT record any identifiable patient information. This includes but is not limited to patient full name and/or medical record numbers. Any copies or print outs of the patient medical record must be void of any patient identifiers either by cutting this information from the materials with scissors or voiding information with a black permanent marker.  Patient information MAY NOT be collected via electronic device “snapshot”.  Clinical preparation and paperwork submitted to the instructor must not include any patient identifiers.
Students DO NOT have any permission to release any identifiable patient information to outside parties via phone, text, social media, or face to face dialogue.  (See NSCBN White Paper: A Nurse’s Guide to the Use of Social Media)
E. Appearance
At all times, students will be required to maintain professional standards consistent with the nursing profession. While at the clinical facility, students are required to clearly display the facility or university ID Badge. During clinical preparation, students must wear business casual dress and white lab coat.  You must wear closed toe shoes in the clinical area.  This means no sandals of any sort.  If students are improperly dressed, the nursing faculty and/or hospital staff has the authority of addressing the student and enforcing immediate dismissal from the facility. On days of clinical/lab performance students must be dressed CON uniforms, white socks or hose, and clean white leather shoes with white laces. Dirty shoes are not acceptable. Jewelry is limited to 1 pair of small earrings, and one ring on each hand. Additional piercings must have clear fillers or studs completely removed. Nails are to be no more than 1/4 inch long, with clear or pale polish, and no artificial nails or extenders. All tattoos must be covered at all times.
Any student with improper attire will be dismissed for the clinical day and counted as a clinical absence. A makeup assignment will be required at the instructor's discretion regarding professional nursing standards to be completed by 1330 that day. (Prepatory clinical assignment work is still required).
F. Problem Resolution
Students are expected to resolve problems with faculty immediately while upholding the 7 professional attributes listed in the clinical course objectives. If the problem does not require immediate resolution, students are encouraged to contact the clinical instructor during the listed clinical office hours.
G. Faculty Absence
In the case of a faculty absence, students will be provided a case study to be completed by 2359 on the clinical day.  All clinical notes and correspondence will be made via social media and email.  Students are encouraged to communicate with each other and be proactive in checking course email, website, and social media sites prior to the clinical day.
H. Snow/Tornado Policy
In the case of a clinical cancellation due to “inclement weather” the student will be notified via social media and email.  Makeup documents will be required to fulfill the clinical course outcomes.  The instructor will discuss these on a case by case basis.
This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to accommodate instructional and/or student needs.
